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Kiosk
The Montana Kaimin is a weekly independent student
newspaper at the University of Montana. The Kaimin office
and the University of Montana are located on land originally
inhabited by the Salish People. Kaimin is a derivative of a Salish
language word, “Qe‘ymin,” that is pronounced kay-MEEN and
means “book,” “message” or “paper that brings news.”
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Can’t get enough? Start listening.
Scan the QR code to the left for
THE KAIMIN CAST. New podcast
episodes out every Monday.

Have burning questions? Submit your questions to THE KAIMIN KOLUMN, the Kaimin’s new
advice column video series, where your questions turn to answers in our capable hands.
New videos out every Wednesday. Check out our Instagram for more information.

CLASSIFIEDS

CHILD CARE SUBSTITUTES: Raise MT is recruiting interested individuals to become child care substitutes.
Flexible hours! No experience necessary; training provided. Text “Sub” to 59925 or call Melissa, 406-396-8148

CHEAP CHARLY’S HIRING: HELP WANTED: General laborer position.
Age 18+. Must have valid driver’s license. Contact Cheap Charley’s Mini
Storage, 6400 Kestrel Ct, Missoula, MT 59808, 406-721-7277.

TH E G A RAGE : SE 3 EP 9

WALTER MEDCRAFT | MONTANA KAIMIN
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Kaimin Editorial
SUDOKU

Edited by Margie E. Burke

Difficulty: Easy
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HOW TO SOLVE:

Each row must contain the
numbers 1 to 9; each column must
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must
contain the numbers 1 to 9.
Answer to Previous Sudoku:
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Pink on the rink
University of Montana player Ben Rainford sends a shot on goal during Saturday’s game against Washington State University. Griz Hockey wore pink uniforms at the game to support Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. The Griz won the game 9-2 over Washington State. LUKAS PRINOS | MONTANA KAIMIN

Guest list subpoena creates slippery
slope for student privacy

Last week, more than 150 students got an
unusual email from the University of Montana.
It wasn’t to share important academic information, or update students on a private matter,
but informed students that their names would
be shared with attorneys defending a former
UM student accused of rape.
What did all these students have in common
to get involved in an active court case? All they
did was show up to an off-campus fraternity
party and swipe their student ID cards.
Now, defense lawyers can use these students’ names as evidence to try and discredit
two alleged sexual assault survivors in their
case of former student Andrew Beckett. The
two assaults allegedly occurred in on-campus
residence halls last fall.
Last week, the Kaimin first reported on
the action of a court requesting the students’
names from UM using a subpoena duces
tecum, or a court order asking an entity for
specific information.
With a national guest list policy put in place
for Greek life in 2019, one cannot help but
worry that a slippery slope to releasing student
information from the University will become
more common in the future.
Beckett, who was charged with two counts
of sexual intercourse without consent in May,
appears to be gearing up for a legal trial. His
lawyers also subpoenaed the University for
housing information, and are expected to
continue digging up details as the jury trial
approaches.
Dave Kuntz, director of strategic communications at UM, told the Kaimin that while
a court could subpoena the University for
student names, they cannot be found on a
public records request from a person or private
organization.
Kuntz also said no court has ever subpoenaed a Greek life invite list, which started
being kept in 2019, before at UM.
At the Kaimin, the vast number of students
now on the hook for potential legal involvement in the case warranted us to publish an
article detailing the ordeal.
Some students criticized that article from
the Kaimin titled “Defense attorneys subpoena entire guest list of frat party for rape case
involving former UM student.”
Opponents to the story said the article implied guilt of Sigma Alpha Epsilon in the case.
They also questioned the use of SAE’s house
as a lead image for the story on the Kaimin’s
social media.
The Kaimin would like to clear the air. No
assault has been reported at the fraternity that
is connected to the Beckett case. There was
no sentence that said or implied this in the
original story.
The reason the newspaper used an image of

the fraternity was to show the location of the
party that generated the guest list in question.
We argue the photo was necessary to inform
students who might have been at the party but
are not necessarily familiar with SAE.
Those making attacks on social media, be
aware. Just because an image of a frat shows
up online, it doesn’t imply its members are
guilty of a crime. What we will point out, however, is that the fraternity is complicit in giving
up student information.
The Kaimin first reported in fall 2019 that
fraternities across the country, UM included, started requiring official guest lists as a
condition to remain eligible with their national
fraternity branches.
According to a 2021 interfraternity council
constitution meeting at William and Mary College in Virginia, “attendance by non-members
at any event where alcohol is present must be
by invitation only, and the IFC Member Organization must utilize a guest list system.”
Each person who enters a Greek life house
for an event must swipe a Griz card to get in.
Then, copies of the guest list are sent to UM
and the IFC. However, it is unclear if the Greek
life members who host the event must register
on the guest list.
In 2019, the former UM Greek life director
told the Kaimin most of the people who end up
on guest lists are part of sororities. The record
is kept at a chapter’s national headquarters
and is kept for several years at the Office of
Fraternity and Sorority Involvement.
This information is not released to the
public, nor are the official rosters of fraternities
and sororities, according to Emily Ferguson-Steger, director of student engagement and
fraternity and sorority involvement.
Despite UM telling us that the records are
private, we cannot sit here without telling you,
our readers, that data is being collected from
you behind closed doors.
How long will it take before UM stores every
record of a student’s Griz Card swipe in case
of legal implications? Will the University use
the swipes to defend itself? Or will it let any
court start sending subpoenas to get information based off of private, off-campus living?
What it seems like to us, is UM is sitting
back as a private group uses an insurance policy to send unconnected students to court.
If you are a survivor of sexual violence and in
need of resources, call the Student Advocacy
Resource Center’s 24-hours crisis line at (406)
243-6559 or the Missoula YWCA at (406) 5421944.

— Griffen Smith, Editor-in-Chief

Like it? Hate it? Let us know.

Email us your opinions at editor@montanakaimin.com.
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Briefs & Blotter

Effort underway for safer city streets, housing market
booms in Missoula, state prison visitation ended
EMILY TSCHETTER
emily.tschetter@umontana.edu

CITY MOVES TO MAKE MISSOULA STREETS
MORE SAFE FOR BIKE TRAVEL
The Missoula City Council moved to
improve future street design and traffic
control to prevent serious injuries and
deaths among bikers and pedestrians in
Missoula.
Ward 3 Counselor Daniel Carlino introduced a resolution on Oct. 19 to make Missoula a part of the “Vision Zero Network,”
a unique approach to safe mobility in cities
and many communities in Europe and the
United States.
The resolution said 40 deaths and 763
serious injuries occurred on Missoula
streets from 2010 to 2020. Fifteen fatalities
and 145 serious injuries involved victims
walking or biking.
The resolution will direct city and county staff to develop standards for all modes
of travel and safety in future street changes, prioritizing single-lane roundabouts as
the best solution for traffic control issues.
Transportation planning manager Aaron
Wilson told the Missoulian the resolution
can be used to put safety measures forward
when there are disputes over street designs, and it can assist grant applications.
However, Wilson said the plan is intentionally vague and they will treat each project
differently with the measure in mind.
The resolution will work with the city’s
Long Range Transportation Plan, Community Transportation Safety Plan and Complete Streets policy. There are no expected
changes to current safety-centered city
staff.

SHORT STAFFING LEADS STATE PRISON
TO SUSPEND VISITATION INDEFINITELY
The Montana State Prison in Deer
Lodge will end visitation for inmates
indefinitely starting Oct. 31 because of
short staffing.
The Department of Corrections told
state legislators in an August letter that
the state prison had 90 open positions,
a 35% employee vacancy rate. DOC
communications director Carolynn
Bright told the Daily Montanan the
decision was made in the interest of
safety and security for the prison’s staff
and inmates.
DOC has two 20-minute video calls
available to inmates per week in addi-
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tion to two weekly phone calls they already
receive, which the department said is
increasing from 15 minutes to 30 minutes.
Bright said the corrections department is
working on multiple outreach and reorganizing efforts to increase staffing in Deer
Lodge. She added this decision is prioritizing the prison’s practices that benefit the
most inmates, with recreation involving
150 inmates at once and visitation involving 15.
The state prison has been over capacity every day this month. The Crossroads
Correctional Center in Shelby, the only
private prison in the state, has also been
overcrowded for multiple months.

COUNTY PLANNERS REPORT FAST-PACED
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN MISSOULA,
MANY NEW SUBDIVISIONS
Missoula’s well-known exploding
housing market is backed up by numbers,
as county planners reported 5.5% more
zoning and land use permits this year than
in the same time frame in 2021.
County planner Nicholas Zanetos told
KPAX that most new permits have gone
toward single-family homes, but the cost of
labor and building materials may explain
why actual construction of single-family
homes is down 26% from last year.
The county has seen five subdivisions
introduced this year, four of which have
been approved and would create 89 lots
that could hold multiple homes. The uptick
in projects include old projects moving
forward to meet demand, making what one
county planner said is the most development in Missoula since the previous housing boom ahead of 2008.
Many other permits have been granted

for new, smaller residential units on pre-existing lots, multi-family projects, duplexes,
townhomes and mobile homes. However,
planners said some of the older projects
will need to be re-evaluated with the rapidly changing market. The Missoula Organization of Realtors reported the median
home price was $138,000 in the year 2000,
and it is $535,000 this October.

NEW MISSOULA LAWSUIT ALLEGES COUNTY
UNDERPAID SHERIFF, DETENTION OFFICERS
A lawsuit filed in the Missoula County District Court on Oct. 14 alleged the
county failed to pay the sheriff and 80 to 90
detention officers their correct salaries for
multiple years.
The suit, filed by Missoula law firm Reep,
Bell and Jasper, P.C, said the discrepancies
started in 2018. The county increased all
elected officials’ salaries by $6 per hour
in 2018, then raised it to an extra $8.04 in
2019. The sheriff’s and detention officers’
pay was not included in the 2019 raise.
Montana law requires the sheriff’s salary
to equal other elected officials in the county. Detention officers’ salaries are a set percentage of the sheriff’s salary. The plaintiffs
allege the county did not include them in
any pay raise and paid them just an extra
$6 per hour through the end of 2021.
Missoula County settled another wage
claim suit in June to pay $3.45 million
owed to the sheriff’s deputies.
The new suit asks the county to award
the plaintiffs with their back wages adjusted with a “longevity payment” plan and
overtime. The firm only said the pay would
be a “substantial sum” and did not reveal
an exact number.

Can’t get enough? Start listening.
This week on THE KAIMIN CAST, Elinor Smith talks about the
open-air preachers on campus.
And, tune in next week for the Halloween special with
Alyssa Tompkins.
New episodes
out Monday.
Scan for the
latest.

CAVEN WADE
caven.wade@umontana.edu
UMPD has been busy catching what they
believe to be a big time thief on campus, along
with handling the headache of emergency line
prank calls. Here are four situations UMPD
responded to from Oct. 16 to Oct 18.

SUNDAY 10/16: EMERGENCY EFFORT

Every week, UMPD tests emergency phones
to make sure they’re working and making
campus more safe, especially after daytime
hours. On Oct. 16 at 4 a.m., someone had a different use for the phones in mind. They called
UMPD on the phones and proceeded to sling
profanity at a dispatcher. However, when they
arrived at the phone, the person had vanished
and was unable to be located. Kind of spooky,
but that might just be the Halloween spirit.
Quite a ballsy way to prank call, though, maybe stick to GameStop or pizza chains.

SUNDAY 10/16: FINESSED FELINE

On Oct. 16 at 11 a.m., UMPD responded to
a report of a stuck cat on Ophir Court. The cat
was stuck in the engine bay of a green Ford
van. Officers were unable to retrieve the feline,
but a resident stayed and kept an eye on the
cat while trying to lure it out. It is unknown if
the person was able to retrieve the cat. Hopefully the owner had catnip ready, but maybe
their cat is just a secret car junkie getting a
closer look.

10/17-10/18: TRACKING THE THIEF

UMPD responded to a report of a wallet and
sunglasses theft from a car at Rimini Court.
This case was originally meant to be closed,
however, the next day they received another
report from the same area that a phone had
been stolen. The officers tracked the stolen
phone to an area near North Reserve Street.
UMPD arrested the man, using a phone call to
identify him, and impounded his car. UMPD
is waiting for a search warrant, as they believe
that these two thefts and possibly other thefts
around campus are related. The car culprit
may be gone, but remember: Bikes are never
safe on UM campus. Make sure to lock up.

MONDAY 10/18: CONSPICUOUS CRASH

On Oct. 18 at noon, UMPD responded to
reported vehicle damage near Corbin Hall.
Thankfully they were quickly able to identify
the offender as his car was parked directly
next to the car he hit. They informed the suspect and he claimed to have not known he hit
the vehicle, and this hard-hitting case quickly
turned into failure to give notice of the crash.
In those tight parking spots it’s understandable
to hit a car, but make sure to always leave
a note if the other car owner isn’t around.
Maybe draw some hearts and flowers on it to
lighten the mood.

Week of 10/24/22 - 10/30/22
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65 Folklore monster
DOWN
1 Carrots' partner
2 Electrical letters
3 Like some
fishing trips
4 Battle axe
5 1979 sci-fi
classic
6 "Ed Wood"
Oscar winner
7 ___ and about
8 Total control
9 Alpine lake
10 Like a filthy tub
11 Part of a TV feed
12 Type of drum
13 "Steppenwolf"
author
19 Tenant's contract
21 Hummus holder
24 The Hoosier
State

26 Poet of yore
27 In ___ of
(replacing)
29 From the top
31 Garment part
33 Bomb squad
member
34 Swedish furniture giant
35 Enclosures
38 Law firm
39 Office-holder
41 Ancient
43 Quaker ___
44 Shade of red
45 Like a solarium
47 Kitchen mishap
48 Beehive product
49 Lunar vehicle
51 Sows a field
53 Con game
55 Spur or helical
56 Boarding place
58 Car protector
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Horoscope

Horror Trope-o-scope

CHLOE OLSGAARD
chloe.olsgaard@umontana.edu

32

44

ACROSS
1 War ender
5 On high
10 Window part
14 Repeat
performance?
15 Actress Dern
16 Worthy of an
"Aww!"
17 "Bonanza"
brother
18 They may be
romantic
20 Just got (by)
22 Hatfields and
McCoys, e.g.
23 Vanishing place
25 Whac-___
(arcade game)
26 Farm sound
28 A bit nervous
30 Windpipe, e.g.
32 Wine's partner
33 Domino dot
36 Smell badly
37 Speak one's mind
39 Nudge
40 Faulty firecracker
41 Gumbo veggie
42 Fleeced
44 Does housework
46 False moniker
47 Tiniest bit
50 Scathing
52 Most destitute
54 Rainy-day fund
57 Unbeatable
59 It may be bright
60 Some jeans
61 Bitter-tasting
62 Checked item
63 Stringed instrument of old
64 Butchers'
offerings
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Judging stupid moves that people make in horror
movies is fun, but can you really blame them? What would
you do if there was a demon crashing your MTV cribs, or
if a clown living with the Ninja Turtles ended up on the
predator list? You can refuse to believe in ghosts until your
sleep paralysis demon is tucking you into bed and tickling
your toes. How would you react? Only the stars can say.
SCORPIO (OCT. 23-NOV. 21): You’re more invested in
fucking the serial killer than escaping. While everyone
else is stumbling over corn, you’ve “accidentally” gotten
yourself lost in the maze and alone with Leatherface. The
screams of your friends are drowned out by his own. Your
persistence terrifies him. You love a good secret, so of
course… the mask stays on.
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22-DEC. 21): You are the smartest one out
of all these idiots. When you awake chained up in a stingy
ass bathroom next to some dead guy, instead of cutting
through your leg, you cut through those rusty ass pipes.
Your number one concern is tetanus, not the pervy little
puppet watching you from a knock-off Ring camera.
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19): You’re one speedy and clumsy Capricorn. The second you picked up that phone and
heard a bad case of asthma on the other line, you booked
a plane ticket to Canada and got the fuck out of there. The
one thing you forgot to book was a class on shoe tying, so
now Ghostface is tying your laces while you watch a compilation of “Please don’t kill me Mr. Ghostface” Tik Toks.
Gotta grab that clout fast before the trend dies.
AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18): Florence Pugh who? You, that’s
who. Instead of getting killed by the whitest cult I’ve ever
seen, you join it. Someone hands you water that’s pink?
Get the fuck out of there! You see your
boyfriend cheating on you and suddenly
a bear turns up disemboweled? Burn
that Monte mascot wannabe to the
fucking ground. Shrooms are your best
friend and you’ll sure need them.
PISCES (FEB. 19-MARCH 20): I know
you’ll be enticed to hop on the trend
of “hot girl walks” and traveling
alone, but please just PLEASE…
don’t pull a Blake Lively and go
surfing at a secluded beach with
shark-infested waters without
telling anyone your whereabouts. You think that sounds
like a very ~Gaslight Gatekeep
Girlboss~ kind of thing to do,
but please reflect on what happened in the “Shallows.”
ARIES (MARCH 21-APRIL 19):
Sorry to break it to you Aries, but you’re the fool.
A noise comes from
your basement and
you yell out “hello”
as if the killer is
going to respond.
You believe that

carrying a wooden bat downstairs could protect you from
“The Conjuring” demon living in your basement. You’ll be
tempted to read that ancient book you found, and for some
odd reason, you think reading Latin writing out loud is a
great idea.
TAURUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20): You’re hella skeptic, Taurus.
A cross turned upside down? Must be the wind. You hear
floors creaking? Must be asbestos-ridden wood, especially
if you hear it in McGill Hall. If you were in Twilight and
got bit by Edward, you’d assume he just had a weird kink
and compliment his variety of contact colors. Superhuman strength? Must be the ‘roids.
GEMINI (MAY 21-JUNE 20): You’re one bad bitch, Gemini,
flirting with grungy men living out of a van. Instead of
putting candy in your mouth, they shove a demon down
your throat, which you’re just a little too comfortable with.
Like Megan Fox from “Jennifer’s Body,” you eat the hearts
of all your ex boyfriends while your bestie looks the other
way… until she stabs you in the heart.
CANCER (JUNE 21-JULY 22): I’m sorry to tell you Cancer,
but your crystals don’t count as paranormal investigating
equipment. You aspire to be on “Ghost Hunters,” but all
you really do is read the room and sense “bad vibes.” You
could literally walk in on the Annabelle doll MOVING,
and would just recommend it therapy and pour essential
oils on the doll as you manifest your survival.
LEO (JULY 23-AUG. 22): Leo, you know better than falling
for some white people shit. As Chris from “Get Out,” you
fight your way out, impaling people left and right with
some antlers that you probably scavenged from a campus
deer. You managed to kill 183 people within an hour and
44 minutes. You might consider becoming
a student athlete for a scooter to ease your
pain.
VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEP. 22): Congratulations
Virgo, you survived…surprisingly. Like Billy Peltzer from “Gremlins,” you can’t seem
to follow three SIMPLE directions, like
caring for your copyrighted Furby. You
just couldn’t resist sharing your midnight
munchies with those gaslighting furballs, could you? You might not be the
best at listening to directions, but at least
your burns are so severe they could
cremate a corpse, or a few Gremlins.
LIBRA (SEP. 23-OCT. 22): “I can fix
them” is your catchphrase, you
simp. You’ve somehow talked
Michael Myers down from walking *a little too slow for your
liking* at you. You’ve managed
to become a therapist, like
you’ve always dreamed of
becoming. Within a minute you’re listening to him
divulge his mommy issues
while he bitches about his
catatonia.

MAKAYLA O’NEIL | MONTANA KAIMIN
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News | Creepy crawlies

UM alum brings vast parasite knowledge to Missoula
CAVEN WADE
caven.wade@umontana.edu
A University of Montana alum shared his
knowledge of creatures that were sure to
make your skin crawl at the Montana Natural
History Center.
Parasitologist Mike Kinsella led the talk,
which was intended as an educational lecture
along the theme of Halloween. A small crowd
of all ages attended to get a closer look at the
18 parasites on display.
The talk spread awareness of the commonality of people’s exposure to parasites, and
engaged all those who are into the real-world
minuscule monsters Kinsella studies. The
CDC estimates 100 million people in the
United States are with what it calls “neglected
parasitic infections” at any given time, which
includes Chagas disease, neurocysticercosis,
toxocariasis, toxoplasmosis and trichomoniasis.
“Parasites can be anything from fleas
and mosquitoes to tapeworms. Most people
encounter more in their lifetime than they
realize,” Kinsella said.
Kinsella, who has contributed to 195 publications, headed the discussion by telling stories about his own encounters with parasites
like tapeworms, bed bugs and pinworms. He
received a Ph.D in parasitology in 1969 from
the University of Montana, but ultimately
went back to school for a degree in pharmacy.
After retirement in 1997, he has been actively
studying these nightmare-inducing creepy
crawlies and has 21 named after him.
“I started running a little lab at my home,”
Kinsella said. “I’ve found parasites for people
around the world.”
Most peoples’ goal is to keep parasites out
of their home, not actively bring them in.

The constant exposure to parasites inspired
Kinsella to coin the idea of an inventory of
parasites he’s encountered in the form of a
“personal parasite list.” He proudly shared
how he contracted pinworms following a
minor scuffle with snails in a pond near Flathead Lake that left him in a hot tub for two
days to cope with the itching.
Kinsella said most people’s personal parasite list is likely longer than they’re aware of,
but most of the time there’s no need to fear
long-lasting damage to one’s health.
“Some may cause serious harm that leads
to death, but usually it’s just a matter of losing
some blood and nutrients,” Kinsella said.
Kinsella shared personal stories of encounters with the creatures he had. He talked
about a boy from Missoula who had a 10-foot
tapeworm in his lower intestine from eating
slightly raw fish.
He also told stories about bed bugs forcing
the University to evacuate residents from
one of the family housing wings back in the
1960s, and the many different parasites, like
lice and ringworm, that his own kids brought
home.
Following the unsettling stories complete
with blown up pictures of the parasites,
attendees asked many questions, viewed the
displays more closely, and were able to speak
with Kinsella one-on-one.
Some of the high school students flocked
over to the spooky photo booth set up by
Christine Morris, community programs
coordinator for the Montana Natural History
Center. The most daring attendees picked up
magnifying glasses to get a more personal
look at the creepy crawlies.
MNHC also hosts family bird-watching every Wednesday, and will be holding a special
naturalist trivia night Oct. 27 at 7 p.m.

National Vote Early Day
Oct 28, 10 AM - 4 PM
Satellite Office on UM Campus
Get registered. Turn your ballot in.
Learn about voting. Or else.
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Parasitologist Mike Kinsella holds up a beef tapeworm during a presentation at the Montana Natural
History Center on Oct. 20. Kinsella said the tapeworm came from a Missoula woman and they can grow as
long as 20 feet. LUKAS PRINOS | MONTANA KAIMIN

News | Currying feedback

Curry’s Student Health Advisory Committee talks
mental health stigma, reducing counseling fees
ANDY TALLMAN
andy.tallman@umontana.edu
After a year on Zoom following a year
without any meetings at all, Curry Health’s
Student Health Advisory Committee has
returned to meeting in person.
The committee, which allows Curry
management to hear feedback from students
on the center’s services, met for the first time
this year on Oct. 19. In 2020, SHAC was put
on pause because of short-staffing at Curry
during the pandemic. Specifically, there
were a lot of staffing changes in the wellness
department.
“There was more work than any of the staff
had experienced in their career,” Kayli Julius,
UM’s wellness director, said.
Even while SHAC was on pause, Curry still
had peer educators and students in the office.
It also collected student feedback through
Instagram polls.
“We’re funded by the students. We’re here
to serve the students, so their feedback is
really important,” said Laura Davy, Curry’s
business manager.
SHAC is comprised of student volunteers
that meet with members of Curry management to offer a student perspective on
fees, health services and other issues, and
management often follows through on their
suggestions. For example, Curry reduced
its visit fee from $25 to $20 this year due to
student feedback. They also now offer online
scheduling for counseling visits and medical
appointments.
“One of the things that is constantly on the
mind of our service providers is that the cost
of services is definitely a barrier,” Julius said.
Julius said that Curry also wanted feedback
on what it could do to better help students
understand available services, like the dental
clinic, which Julius said hasn’t filled up with
appointments like other services have. Curry
also has a full lab for bloodwork, and can provide X-rays and reproductive health services.
Davy was involved in SHAC last year for
the first time. She said that students wanted
to see different types of alternative care, such
as chiropractors or acupuncture. Though
those specific services haven’t been added,
Curry hired an osteopathic provider, which
provides medicine and comprehensive
patient care, that Davy said has been a great
addition. Also, a dietitian from UM Dining

UM students met with department heads of Curry Health Center on Oct. 19. Students had the opportunity to give feedback on costs and services provided by
Curry Health to improve what it offers as a mental and medical health facility. ASTON KINSELLA | MONTANA KAIMIN
comes over once a week for half a day on
Fridays and is fully booked through Curry.
There are seven students currently on
SHAC: Shivika Agrawal, Bridger Wilkes,
Katie Benson, Beckett Redinger, Courtney
Bowers, Haley Hatfield and Elliott DeBona.
Julius said that SHAC has had as many as 12
student members in the past, and that the
turnover is often high. The previous SHAC
was mostly made up of student health educators that were already aware of health issues
at the University. Julius decided to change
that by trying to recruit students who weren’t
already trained in University health issues.
Bridger Wilkes, an RA, has seen some hesitancy from male residents in using Curry’s
mental health services despite widespread
struggles among students. A mental health
survey by UM last year found 62% of students
lack companionship and feel isolated from
others.
“The general attitude is that people who
are kinda struggling with mental health, they
don’t want help from the University, they
don’t want to acknowledge it,” Wilkes said.
Beckett Redinger, UM’s allies coordinator,
said that because the doctors and counselors

at Curry see the entire student body, their
care isn’t as personal as that given by a private hospital.
Curry’s counseling services see about 15%
of the student body, according to counseling
director Erinn Guzik. They work on a brief
short-term counseling model, meaning that
they don’t have the ability to do weekly visits,
and instead work to find a good community
provider for people who need regular mental
health care.
She also said that Curry hired a psychiatric nurse practitioner over the summer for
students interested in medication for mental
health. At the moment, this psychiatrist does
not offer diagnoses like autism, ADHD or Tourette’s, instead focusing more on diagnoses
like generalized anxiety disorder.
Julius asked SHAC how they felt about fees
at Curry, and whether they thought Curry
should increase the yearly fee or reduce its
services. This semester, students paid $283
toward Curry’s health service fee as part of
their registration bills. Julius floated the idea
of free counseling. ASUM senator Jorgia Hawthorne authored a ballot initiative calling for
that last semester that received 81% approval.

Elliot DeBona said that a lot of students
don’t think much about the fee, but choosing
to pay for a counseling service may make
the decision to seek out counseling more
challenging.
“Not having that be an active decision
could lower the barrier,” DeBona said.
Lori Howell, a Curry receptionist and parttime marketing and communications director,
said that free counseling might increase noshows or create the idea that Curry counseling isn’t as effective. Haley Hatfield suggested
a $1 charge for counseling visits.
Guzik, the counseling director, requested
SHAC feedback on group counseling, and
said that an LGBTQ-specific counseling group
is planned for the spring.
Shivika Agrawal said that she’d like to
see some kind of counseling geared toward
athletes, and that she’d seen a lot of anxiety
on and off the field with her teammates on
the tennis team.
“I think there’s a stigma around counseling,
especially for athletes,” Agrawal said.
SHAC plans to have one more meeting this
semester, then meet monthly in the spring.
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Students in the upstairs kitchen of Missoula College work
at their cooking stations. The culinary department is
comprised of two separate fully-functioning kitchens.
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Renowned chef joins UM to guide largest-ever freshman culinary class, but
Story by Asa Thomas Metcalfe, Photos by Lukas Prinos
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it’s a temporary fix

ARK LEFEBVRE STANDS
at the peak of a long,
stainless steel kitchen
island in the Missoula
College. To his right and
left, a regiment of cadet chefs spread out in
platoons around the massive kitchen of the
Blackfoot Café.
The café is a fully-outfitted kitchen on
the bottom floor of the Missoula College. It
is operated by students in the Big Sky Culinary Institute. Students create the menu
and run the restaurant as a hands-on learning portion of their culinary education.
“This is an absolute Cadillac of a kitchen,” said LeFebvre, currently the culinary
program’s only instructor. “It’s a chef’s
dream.”
LeFebvre alternates his gaze between
the groups, looking completely at ease in
the teaching space. The program teaches
students all the skills they need to work in
almost any type of kitchen, and could be
completed in one or two years.
The Blackfoot Café acts as a real-life
classroom, offering what students make to
the public on the first floor of the college.
The meals students make are some of the
cheapest meals on campus.
In past years, the restaurant was run
mostly by second-year students while new
students learn from instructors and fill in
where they can in the restaurant. But this
year has few returning students and an
unprecedented high number of first timers.
The Big Sky Culinary Institute, a
program within Missoula College, had
a surprise 25% increase in enrollment
this year. The increase comes at a time of
uncertainty for the school, as LeFebvre
was hired just two weeks before the start
of fall semester. And he plans to leave in
December.
The class is so large that it has to split
into two groups: half the class with LeFebvre, and half in a different room with
Andrew Miller, an alum of the Culinary
Institute working as a teacher’s assistant.
Two weeks in, the group learns how to
cut onions, carrots and celery. Each student dices the vegetables into little pieces
to create “mirepoix,” the base of French
cuisine. Each lesson builds a new skill set,
but there are hundreds to go over before
each student graduates with an associate or
certificate degree.
A simultaneous explanation on how to
hold a knife and where to position your
opposite hand is delivered by both instructors.
Those new to the basics can barely hold
back their anticipation to cut things, but
also show a nervousness to begin.
“I’m super excited to get in the kitchen,”
said first-year student Rosita Acosta. “Just
been chomping at the bit to get in there.
My knife kit’s all ready to go and clean and
sanitary.”

Acosta, originally from Ohio, is one of
the students with previous experience.
She’s worked as a baker for a few businesses and wants to start her own bakery after
finishing her education. She said she chose
the school because of how close it is to her
home in Bonner.
“I’m excited to learn new techniques and
be able to, like, do these more complicated
things,” Acosta said.
Culinary programs teach strong fundamentals, but the perfect scenarios
presented in the classroom don’t tend to
be so indicative of the chaos in real-world
kitchens.
“A lot of culinary students come out of
culinary school, thinking that they’re the
cat’s meow, thinking that they know everything and they should automatically be on
the hotline or in charge, and that’s 100%
false,” LeFebvre said.
This combination between the real
world and the fantasies presented by trade
schools makes LeFebvre an odd teacher.
Then again, he has never been one before.

A PREP LIST
The Big Sky Culinary program’s previous
instructor left over the summer of 2022.
While the college had been conducting
an ongoing recruitment search, it had yet
to find a replacement because of the high
housing prices in Missoula.
“We had it down to a really great candidate, but with the cost of living, he couldn’t
move here,” said Michelle Boller, a Missoula College administrator who is currently
filling in as the director of the program.
The candidate had been looking to relocate from a culinary institute in Michigan
that paid for his housing. Despite multiple
attempts by Missoula College to raise the
wage high enough, he couldn’t find a way
to reconcile with Missoula’s housing costs.
Even though Missoula College has
slightly better access to affordable housing,
thanks to closer proximity to East Missoula
and Bonner, it still is inevitably tied into
the Missoula housing issues. Realtor.com
estimated the city’s median home price at
$575,000 in September.
The school is under the umbrella of the
University of Montana, but it is a smaller
institution and doesn’t have the same clout
or budget as the main campus. As housing
was becoming more scarce in the Missoula area, Missoula College salaries were
becoming less competitive.
“We have turnover just like any other
industry,” said Tom Gallagher, the dean
of Missoula College. “What we’re really
finding, and I think we’re seeing this across
our state, is misalignment of salaries and
cost of housing.”
According to Gallagher, the school
started searching for a new instructor last
December and, despite vetting numerous

qualified candidates, it could not find a
replacement.
“We did have a failed search,” Gallagher
said.
The lack of staffing has emerged as a big
obstacle for what could be a perfect year of
growth for the program. Missoula College
had rewritten the curriculum to streamline
its process and increased marketing for
what is the top culinary program among
only a handful in Montana.
“This is a certificate, so that’s around 30
credits,” said Gallagher. “When we start
growing programs, they get more than that,
and they exceed two semesters.”
This means students who might not have
time to sit in college for two years can do
the certificate in half the time.
Fitting the culinary certificate within two semesters makes it more like a
vocational undertaking. Previously, that
certificate had taken three semesters. The
program acts as a fast-track in job placement and less like arbitrary self-improvement.
“There’s a lot of interest in rapid training,” Gallagher said. “We redesigned our
certificate so a student could complete it in
a single year.”
All the progress was almost for nothing.
With the summer coming to a close and
still no instructors hired, the culinary program was reaching a crisis. The number of
first-year students is now the largest it has
ever been.
“It was a surprise to keep watching those
culinary numbers keep going up,” Boller
said. “I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, what am I
gonna do with all this?’”
She reached out to former students and
local businesses to find anyone with the
time and will to take on the classroom.
A contact at the local restaurant 1889 led
her to LeFebvre, who had been in Missoula
for two years consulting with new restaurants to help design kitchens and menus.
UM hired him two weeks before the semester started.
“This was an awesome opportunity to,
you know, get in and do it for a semester
to see if I like it,” LeFebvre said. “But then
I’ll have to exit after this semester to get [a]
restaurant open. It’s just a temporary thing
that worked out for them and worked out
for me to see what it’s all about.”
LeFebvre may have been a saving grace
for the fall semester, but he isn’t the end
all to the program’s staffing issues. There
currently is no spring instructor hired.
The culinary program is still in the same
situation as before, but now with a new
standard to achieve.
“The student feedback is that everybody
loves Mark [LeFebvre],” said Boller. “Mark
[LeFebvre]’s great, looks great in the kitchen and he’s positive. He has great energy.
He’s prepared.”
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LEFT: A student gathers
up carrot slices to be used
later in a broth. Students
learned ways of preparing
ingredients for different
kinds of soups during class
on Oct. 10.
ABOVE: Pots and pans
hang from a rack in the
downstairs cooking facility
at Missoula College. The
program has two state-ofthe-art kitchens and all the
equipment the students
could need.

MISE EN PLACE
As an award-winning chef and graduate
of one of America’s top culinary schools,
Mark LeFebvre is overqualified.
He sits in a brand new office in the basement of the college with a stack of culinary
textbooks in front of him and a giant locker
cabinet of chef coats behind him. His
hands are as clean as his jacket.
“I’ve created thousands of menus,”
LeFebvre said. “That comes second nature.
Getting a textbook and making sure I’m
organized for a structured lecture is
different. It’s a challenge. I mean, props to
teachers.”
After growing up in southeastern Montana, LeFebvre started working in restaurants when he was 15. After high school,
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he ventured west to study business at UM.
His path was set forth by his two brothers and their father who got degrees at the
University. After two years of studying
business, he decided he’d rather go to
culinary school and have a practical use of
those business classes.
He moved to New York, where he studied at the Culinary Institute of America,
known to some as the CIA, and completed
an internship at the legendary Biltmore
Estate in Asheville, North Carolina.
After finishing at CIA, he came back to
Montana for a year and a half at the Cafe
Kandahar in Whitefish. He enjoyed learning from Kandahar’s chef, Andy Blanton, a
James Beard Northwest nominated chef.
After a year, he decided he wasn’t making enough money in Montana to pay back
his CIA educational loans. So he went back

Mark LeFebvre aids student Eli Blakely in an onion cutting demonstration. The class, which is
25% larger than previous years, has to be split into two groups working in different kitchens.

East to the Biltmore, this time as a souschef.
“I actually went from intern to sous-chef,
which was not an easy situation,” LeFebvre
said. “(They) were all the same guys who
were above me as line cooks when I was
just an intern.”
For anyone who somehow hasn’t
watched “The Bear” on Hulu or “Ratatouille,” or read any of Anthony Bourdain’s
books: The restaurant industry is a very
territorial field. Kitchen’s have hierarchies
and traditional ideas for earning your way
to the top.
LeFebvre had bypassed many of those
assumed steps.
“I proved myself on my internship, so
they knew I was worth a darn,” LeFebvre
said. “But that was a pretty challenging first
management situation to be in because I

definitely got some pushback.”
He then got an apprenticeship during his
four years of working at the Biltmore that
would carry him onto the next step.
His mentor chef, Rick Boyer, made a
move to Wisconsin to take over the American Club. After a year, LeFebvre followed
suit. With each successive move, he cut
closer to home. He soon found himself
headed to Colorado for a liaison at the
famous Broadmoor Hotel.
“I worked out of 200,000 square feet of
banquet space,” LeFebvre said. “Ridiculous
stuff, which was great for me at that point
in my career, as far as managing and paperwork. But I mostly turned into an office
chef, with that much stuff going on.”
He met his wife while at the Broadmoor, and after two years, they moved on
together to open Cerberus Brew Pub, which

ABOVE: Andrew Miller demonstrates to student Rosita Acosta the proper way to cut vegetables using knuckles to create
a “shield.” Miller is a teacher’s assistant at the program.
LEFT: Mark LeFebvre is the head culinary instructor at Missoula College. LeFebvre worked as the executive chef at 1889
in Missoula from 2019 to 2021 and was hired right before the Fall 2022 semester began.
won Colorado Springs’ best restaurant for
the three years LeFebvre was running the
kitchen.
“I always came in second for best chef
in town, though, because there’s a gentleman, named Brother Luck, who is a Food
Network-famous chef,” LeFebvre said. “He
always got the No. 1 chef and I got No. 2
chef. But I always got the No. 1 restaurant,
and he got the No. 2 restaurant.”
LeFebvre returned to Montana in 2019
when he took the executive chef position
at the newly opened 1889 Steakhouse in
downtown Missoula. His main job was
to design the menu and run the kitchen
indefinitely.
But a few years later, he stepped out
to assist Cranky Sam’s Brewery in the
development of a new kitchen attachment,
a project that saw delays for construction
and permits.
He was riding out those delays by consulting for the new King Ranch golf club
in Frenchtown over the summer. Hiring a
staff, however, proved more difficult. An
inability to fish any kitchen staff from the
local hiring pool left LeFebvre to work the
restaurant on his own for longer than he
anticipated.
“It was bad,” LeFebvre said. “So I stayed
on and helped run it as long as I could.”
The staffing issue wasn’t isolated to
Frenchtown, or the culinary industry.

While King Ranch was struggling to fill line
cook positions, the College of Missoula was
staring at vacancies in one of their bigger
programs.

CHAUD-FROID
The Blackfoot Café is currently slated to
open in late October, so LeFebvre turned
into a classroom teacher for the time being.
He sits at the center table of a dining-room-turned-educational-theater,
surrounded by a cohort of students in full
kitchen garb — white chef coats with a
blend of maroon, gray and black hats.
This could be by-far the most beautiful
classroom in the University of Montana
system. The café is a pleasing burnt orange
with ash wood paneling. The tables are
spotless, unused.
Two short documentaries on Auguste
Escoffier and Thomas Keller, both famous
chefs, are followed by a YouTube video of
Julia Child remixed with auto-tune. The
students take a lesson on French cuisine
punctuated with humor — a third course
of joy to chase the meaty essentials of culinary history.
LeFebvre enjoys quizzing his students,
but never rises to the scrutiny of Gordon
Ramsay.
Little piles of herbs, a turnip, a parsnip,
a small cup of rice are set out along the

backside of the front counter. It’s a product
identification quiz, a literal hands-on test of
students’ knowledge of the little things.
“It’s my first year in the Culinary Institute, but it’s also his first year teaching,”
said Jasmine Caldwell-Smith, a 19-year-old
from Dallas, Texas, who transferred to the
institute this year from the UM forestry
program. “Even though we’re, like, the guinea pig, I think he’s doing a super great job.”
Caldwell-Smith and the other students
move down the line of little plates showcasing samples of kitchen ingredients. They
lean in for closer looks, and smells, they
pick up the grains of rice and rub them
between their fingers and place them back
on the plates for the next student.
He talks them through the test, encouraging the group and insisting they know the
right answer. He has a passion and in-depth
knowledge of cuisine and kitchen history.
“I just hope to get some of these guys to
be as nerdy about this as I am,” LeFebvre
said.
Caldwell-Smith and Acosta, the student
from Ohio, want to start their own businesses after graduating. Caldwell-Smith isn’t
sure yet if she wants to stay in Missoula, but
Acosta plans to start her own bakery.
“Doesn’t matter if its sweet bread or savory bread,” Acosta said. “I’m all over it.”
With LeFebvre at the helm, the culinary
program seems to be running at a new

optimum. His last minute addition to the
staff may have really pulled the program
from the fire. Despite feeling some “emotional investment in the student’s success,”
however, he still intends to return to the
world of professional kitchens after the
semester ends
With LeFebvre’s help, the Missoula College has narrowed its search to a few candidates. But at this time, it has not announced
a new instructor for the Spring semester.
Despite the previously failed search,
there isn’t a contingency for another one.
“I don’t think that’s even in the plan,”
Boller said. “I think it will get done. I think
we will. I mean, I believe that there are people that are burnt out in the industry, you
know, and just want to come and teach.”
If things go smoothly, the Blackfoot Café
will operate through the next semester. Students taught by LeFebvre will work in the
restaurant as the new instructor gets settled
and returning students will have a part in
training the new cohort next year.
Finding a qualified instructor is hard
enough, but following in LeFebvre’s clogs
will be a tough act. Not all teachers are so
well-received by their students.
“I’ve heard a few horror stories about
some of the teachers here beforehand from
second years coming back and stuff, but I
think everything’s kind of falling into line
the way it should be,” Caldwell-Smith said.
montanakaimin.com October 27, 2022
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Arts | Wanna scream?

2022 killer horrors in the shadows
is one of the harshest slowburns of recent
memory, taking its time to ignite, but violently
smoldering to burn even the toughest skins.
Removing the twists and “scary moments”
leaves what is still one of the most uncomfortable watches you’ll find. Fans of Ari Aster’s
“Midsommar” and “Hereditary,” this is your
new favorite film.

CHRIS SHIELDS
christopher.shields@umconnect.umt.edu

In 2022, three movie categories put asses
in theater seats: Marvel movies, sequels and
horror movies. This year we’ve also had
Marvel sequels and horror sequels to overrun
franchises that not a single person wanted
or cared about (looking at you “Scream” and
“Halloween Ends”).
In an abstract blend, there was even a
big-screen Marvel horror (and meme) called
“Morbius” that should have never been made,
let alone screened, yet we were all there to see
it. This is all great, movie theaters rock, but
there have been some smaller horror pictures
in 2022 that deserve this level of recognition.
IMAX crews said “yup” to Jordan Peele’s
third blockbuster, Mia Goth got to massacre
generations of unsuspecting country folk not
once, but twice in theaters showing whatever
Alex Garland’s “Men” is, but here are some
smaller 2022 horror highlights worth screaming about this Halloween that you and movie
theaters may have missed.

‘WE’RE ALL GOING TO THE WORLD’S FAIR’

watch because of the fuzzy puppets. It’s not
traditionally scary as it avoids gross-outs, gore
and jumps, but it digs into your subconscious
with an eerily familiar aesthetic to loosen the
grip on your psyche.
From the puppet design to the animation
style and even the voice acting, you’ll enter
“The House,” swear you’ve been there before,
then go crazy trying to figure out where. Anthropomorphic dolls feel like guests from Wes
Anderson’s “Isle of Dogs’’ or “Fantastic Mr.
Fox” and the spooky, hand crafted, intricately
animated freeze-frame wizardry is reminiscent of Henry Selick’s “The Nightmare Before
Christmas.”
Don’t be fooled by cute creatures, this isn’t a
children’s movie. A handful of themes like obsession, materialism and unattainable fixation
leave you full of frustrated angst. Like-minded
weirdo kids enthralled by motionless picture
wonders like “ParaNorman” and “Corpse
Bride” will find “The House” welcoming.

Cultural zeitgeist has been running horror
since the dawn of the genre because it guarantees effect, evident in classics “The Texas
Chainsaw Massacre” and “Alien.”
“We’re All Going to the World’s Fair” might
be the most culturally relevant zeitgeist horror
in a long time. This Creepypasta-inspired
youth drama is the societal statement this
generation isn’t ready for.
It toys with sanity and the fragility of
emotional stability. It’s a movie’s warning to
be careful on the internet in a short, concise,
nightmare-inducing gutcheck.
The simple construct builds depth through
implied world building, leaving you to question everything you’ve ever done, seen or said
online.
The cultural warning with scary subtleties
will haunt your dreams. You’ll be on edge from
the first scene and leave with a brain full of
unconfirmed assumptions.

‘SPEAK NO EVIL’

‘THE HOUSE’
Mia Goth wasn’t only in Ti West horrors this
year, she also played in the stop motion anthology “The House,” which tells a trio of scary
stories, embarking with friendly demeanor,
but wandering into mature territory.
“The House” is the Mandela Effect in movie
form. It’s the internet anomaly kids mistakenly
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Ironically, this is an evil that people need
to talk about. If you heard about this Danish
family film (family meaning about family, not
for family), you heard it’s guaranteed to ruin
your day.
“Speak No Evil” is that awkward sleepover
with your friend’s family, but instead of calling
your mom, you stick it out and suffocate in the
atmosphere.
If you need further convincing to not trust
strangers, look no further. This drama thriller

‘MAD GOD’
Two things in life are objectively better
than everything else: practical effects and

stop motion. Stop motion, compiles individually constructed, carefully composed
frozen frames and relies on practical effects
because there’s almost no successful way
to fake what’s on camera. So, maybe there’s
just one thing.
Over 30 years, Phil Tippett, the diabolical
mastermind behind the visual effects in “Jurassic Park,” “Return of the Jedi,” “Indiana
Jones and the Temple of Doom” and all the
“RoboCop” movies, has been crafting one of
the most unnerving spectacles ever accomplished. Imagine “9” blended with “Coraline”
and “Eraserhead,” but unforgivingly, unfathomably bizarre. You’ll never look at visual
effects or stop motion the same.
It’s likely no one knows or ever will know
what “Mad God” is truly about, except
Tippett. One can’t help but wonder what was
going through the psychotic mind of this
mad God while conjuring such hellfire, but
it’s probably best we don’t know.
Intentional or not, it makes statements
about conformity, brutality of nature, fragility of the working class and carelessness
of the higher power. Instead of plot, you get
the unfoldings of an industrial black metal,
hellish dystopia, ripe with infernal chaos
and stomach-churning savagery.
It’s the work of a visionary exercising his
creative prowess in the epitome of fluid animation, horrendous atrocities, imagination
and abnormality. That, or Tippett has just
been really bored for a few decades.

Arts | Staying sharp

In the ROTC gym on Oct. 20, Rikky Johnson (left) and Mark Plonsky (right) demonstrate how to make sword-fighting look more dynamic in front of their class of sword fighters. NATE SANCHEZ | MONTANA KAIMIN

Cutting-edge class teaches students fantasy combat
ANNA HENNING
anna.henning@umontana.edu
Swords in hand, Mark Plonsky and Rikky
Johnson lunged at each other in slow motion.
Gathered around the pair in the ROTC gym,
University of Montana students watched as
Johnson blocked Plonsky, their two swords
sliding along each other with a satisfying
metallic swoosh before separating.
“Oooooooo,” the students chimed in unison.
“Delicious,” a student said from the crowd.
The comment was met with laughter.
Fortunately for the students, the demonstration was not a one-time show. The group
had gathered for the class THTR 491: Stunt
Fights/Fantasy Combat, a theater class taught
by Plonsky with Johnson as a teacher’s aide.
The 18 students are learning theatrical stage
fights every Tuesday and Thursday this
semester.
“People are always so interested to hear
more about [the class], and then their socks
fall off when I tell them we sword fight and
pretend to punch each other for 80 minutes
straight,” Camille Ball said.
Ball, 20, a junior acting major from Billings,
said she gets so excited about the class, she
forgets to take breaks. She said fake fighting is
tiring, and that rest is important in the class.
THTR 491 is first and foremost an acting
course.

“I want [students] to challenge themselves
to tell stories about violence, because that
forms parts of the human experience,” Plonsky said. “It’s this idea of honoring moments
of violence in ways that speak the truth.”
The semester began sword-less as the class
focused on unarmed combat. This involved
fighting without weapons, such as kicks,
punches, scratches, pulling hair and more.
Plonsky said he likes starting by teaching
these things because it introduces partner
skills, physical listening and personal accountability. He thinks it is important to establish
these things before introducing weapons.
Rapier swords, one of the few types used
in theater, are used by students. They have a
rounded tip on the end for safety, but they still
must be used with caution.
Plonsky told students during class to have a
large amount of space between them so their
movements looked more believable.
“You must show that you respect what can
happen if this tip gets to you,” Plonsky said.
He said having this sense of fear and urgency
is an important part of telling the story to the
audience.
Fighting scenes have many components,
including vocals, movements, sound effects
and reactions. For many students, multitasking is a challenge.
“The most challenging part for me is the
acting parts and adding dialogue to the fights,”
said Anneston Jones, a third-year linguistics

major from Trego, Montana. “Everyone helps
out when there is confusion.”
Jones, 21, is one of many non-theater majors in the course. She said she took the class
because she wanted a physical activity this
semester and it sounded interesting.
Plonsky is thrilled that students from
different majors take his course. He said there
are lots of applications to the skills he teaches.
He makes sure everyone communicates well
and they feel safe. The entire course is based
on collaboration, so students get comfortable
with each other quickly.
“You get to be with your friends that you’ve
made along the way,” Thomas Mccabe said.
“You’ve got to put on a show while feeling
safe, since you’ve practiced the technique over
and over again.”
Mccabe, 21, is a senior theater tech and design major from Helena. He chose this course
to share one final class with some friends
before they graduate.
Everyone joins the class with many different skill levels. Even in the fast-paced course,
Plonsky makes sure that students feel comfortable before moving on with material.
“[Plonsky] is really patient,” said Jamie
Howard, a theater costume design major at
UM. “He’ll go around and make sure everyone’s at the same pace. And he won’t leave
anyone behind.”
Originally from Memphis, Tennessee,
45-year-old Howard is a sophomore who

joined the class to explore acting. He appreciates Plonsky helping all students keep up with
the course.
Outside of THTR 491, Plonsky teaches safe
combat workshops in Missoula for disabled
people. He said this experience allows him to
meet students where they are and make everyone feel like they belong in the acting role.
Plonsky moved from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to work for the University four years ago.
He has been teaching this class since. Plonsky
teaches a variety of theater classes. Additionally, he choreographed the fight scenes in
UM’s recent musical, “Cabaret.”
“I really appreciate Mark’s teaching style,”
Ball, the junior from Billings, said. “If we
make a mistake, he corrects us right away. He
also has no problem laughing about his own
mistakes.”
Every class ends with a salute. Plonsky said
it is a way to honor the sport and your combat
partner. Participants hold the sword to their
hearts, lips and head up in the air. They then
bow to their partner, and end with the whole
class doing a single clap.
“I just know this class will remain to be
something I’ll bring up when talking about my
college experience in the future,” Ball said.
Students can register to take THTR 491:
Stunt Fights/Fantasy Combat for the spring
2023 semester. The course will take place on
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 10:50
a.m. There are 16 spots available.
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Sports | High school hopeful

The road to recruitment: How a local stand-

out may—or may not—become a Grizzly
MAX DUPRAS
max.dupras@umconnect.umt.edu
While there are more than 1 million
high school football players yearly, only 3%
of those players will play at the Division I
level. Sentinel High School senior Dominic Umile, 17, is on track for college, and
his dream is to play football at the highest
level.
Umile is one of many Missoula high
schoolers who want to make their mark on
the Division I level for football, including
some of his senior classmates who have
already committed to colleges.
“I’ve seen my teammates grow over the
past four years and how much I’ve grown
myself,” Umile said. “Thanks to my teammates and thanks to my coaches, I think
that’s the most rewarding part. And then it
all pays off on Friday nights when you get
to go out there and compete with them.”
Umile is a Missoula native and he is no
stranger to Griz Football. He played his
fourth-grade youth championship at Washington-Grizzly Stadium, and has attended
games there. This has helped instill a sense
of hometown football pride in the young
lineman.
Umile got his start in third grade with
flag football, as many young Missoula football players do. This early love led him to
Missoula Youth Football, a division of tackle football where kids from fourth grade to
eighth grade can play before entering high
school.
Umile started off as a running back but
moved around throughout his years. He
played as quarterback in middle school
before settling in as an offensive and defensive lineman. At Sentinel High School,
Umile blossomed into a second-team
All-State and second-team All-Conference
offensive tackle.
In football, the offensive tackle is one of
the largest players on the team, with many
NFL-caliber tackles ranging from 6 feet 3
inches to 6 feet 7 inches and usually weighing around 300 pounds. University of Montana football’s largest offensive lineman is
redshirt sophomore Colin Dreis, coming in
at 6 foot 7 inches and 275 pounds, Umile is
6 foot 4 inches and 225 pounds.
Even though Umile is competing in AA,
the highest level of high school football in
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the state, his only official offer has been
Montana Tech.
“When you’re younger, just looking up to
those older guys just really inspired me,”
Umile said about how he prepared for his
senior year. “To go on and keep getting
better and keep growing. And when I was
a sophomore, looking up to older seniors
and juniors that really just had a passion
for the game and how hard they worked.
They showed me in my class what it’s like
and what it takes basically to play at that
high of a level.”
While that is the only official offer listed
for the Sentinel standout, he has taken unofficial visits to Utah State, Carroll College,
Montana State, Yale and his hometown
Grizzlies, all of which he has posted on
Twitter. On paper, Umile is a perfect Griz
recruit. But is he?
Justin Green is the recruiting coordinator and running backs coach for the Grizzlies. He was a former Griz running back
and four-year NFL player before switching
over to coaching at UM.
Montana Grizzly Football starts recruiting around January of each year, talking
to approximately 2,000 potential athletes,
Green said. The current focus is on 2023,
but once signing day for the new recruits
comes, it’s back to work for the recruitment staff.
“We’re not just recruiting a good football
player, we’re recruiting a good young
man,” Green said. “We wanna make sure
that young man is able to carry on in society and do things right.”
Summer is camp time and that’s when
recruits take visits. Green said recruits are
not allowed to see facilities unless they
stay extra days before or after the summer
drill camp is over.
In addition to their summer camp visits,
they will visit places across the United
States, starting with Montana before moving on to the surrounding states like Idaho,
Washington, Oregon and California.
From there, they will pool anywhere
from 1,500 to 2,000 students and eventually narrow it down to a list of roughly
20 student-athletes. On a college football
roster, the National College Athletic Association requires no more than 85 scholared
athletes by each signing day.
This process helps decide who makes

Dominic Umile, 17, stands in front of Stegner Field where the Sentinel High Spartans practice football on
Oct. 19. CHRIS LODMAN | MONTANA KAIMIN
the cut, but the challenges of recruiting in
Montana boil down to, what Green said,
are two things: location and cost.
Montana might be the fourth largest
state, but it has anonymity that makes it
confusing for some students. And for those
who figure out where UM is located, that’s
when parents start crunching numbers.
“It is not cheap to get to Montana,”
Green said. “There’s no Southwest (Airlines) flights to Missoula. Now there’s some
ways around it to kind of make it work. If
you’re early enough and mowing enough
lawns, you can kind of make sure that
you’re projecting yourself that way. But I
would say that’s number one.”
If you want to book flights in and out of
Missoula, prepare to whip out the checkbook. A roundtrip to Missoula from a place
like Portland can cost anywhere from $700
to $1200, while driving can run upwards
of $300 to and from Montana, according to
Delta and Alaska Airlines.
Those costs don’t include hotels, food
and, if you drive, possible car repair expenses.
But Umile, is in the Grizzly recruiting
epicenter. It doesn’t take him more than

ten minutes to get to campus and, working
under former Griz standout and current
Missoula Sentinel head coach Dane Oliver,
he has quick access to the Grizzlies. But
Umile is stoic in how he approaches his
decision.
Umile has been a part of two high school
football championship teams and played
against current and future college athletes
at the highest level. But he didn’t know
what it would feel like to walk across the
field for his last regular season game on
Oct. 21.
“It’s gonna be, you know, bittersweet
because you’ve reached the end,” Umile
said. “All the work that you’ve put in with
your teammates over the past four years
has paid off and you’re gonna be able to
celebrate the great times you had together.
But it’s also the end.”
As Umile walked across the Missoula
County Public Schools Stadium field with
his family on Sentinel’s senior night, his
smile defined the young man that went
from an ambitious flag football running
back to the determined recruit aiming for
Division I football—in Missoula or elsewhere.

Opinion | Marshall Law

Griz Athletics is cool, why not post more TikToks?
In the leadup to its football game
against UM last weekend, the Sacramento State football team dropped a
cool uniform reveal video. A Sac State
player flexed at the camera as it circled
him and showed off the green uniform
combination he was
wearing.
Upon seeing the
video, Griz alum, fan
and booster Brint
Wahlberg tweeted it
and stated: “Imagine
Griz social media/
JACK MARSHALL football doing cool
things like this.”
Wahlberg brings
up a great point. The Griz have over
20,000 more followers than Sac State
on Twitter, yet posted 12 times to Sac
State’s 21 times during game week.
While Sac State’s posts were cool
videos that featured some standout
players in the program, Montana’s
were mostly news articles released by
the program.
Football is a program that is easy to
highlight. The Griz football program
has more Twitter followers than the
overall Griz Athletics Twitter. But
there are plenty of other sports I think
that UM could promote more, and
more creatively.
The Griz volleyball team has had
its best start in decades and has some
electric players. Last Thursday the
Griz welcomed powerhouse Weber
State into the Adams Center in what
was slated to be a hard-fought battle.
The main Griz Athletics account
posted about the matchup only once,
on the day it happened. The overall
Big Sky Conference Volleyball account
posted highlights of the match three
times.
Obviously, the conference volleyball
account should be posting highlights,
but why isn’t the Griz account hyping
up one of its most exciting teams?
A big focus of mine, as a Gen-Z
student, is TikTok. TikTok is used by
so many Griz and so many students
at UM.
Sac State has a TikTok where it
posts videos of its athletes geared
toward students. Montana State has a
football TikTok it occasionally posts
on.
Montana? Well, that’s a funny story.
There is a UM Athletics TikTok

but it hasn’t been posted on since last
semester. Other than that, there aren’t
any official Griz sports accounts on
TikTok.
So why don’t the Griz have more
fun on social media, especially on the
platforms that college students use?
Former Griz receiver and UM
Athletics partner Jackson Groff has
an idea. “They would have (done cool
stuff) if it wasn’t for one person that’s
over controlling of their social media,”
he stated on Twitter.
Groff and his sister both worked
for UM and he also claimed that UM
Athletics “never gave us opportunities,
denied lots of ideas.”
A big reason that the UM football
team doesn’t do fun stuff like uniform reveals probably has a lot to do
with the design of head coach Bobby
Hauck’s program. Football players
under Hauck don’t exactly post a lot of
highlights on social media and some
(mainly freshman and transfers) aren’t
even allowed to talk to the media.
The UM football team doesn’t even
let a player wear the number one. Patterns of control over athletes’ media
presence isn’t anything new to college
football, but it is a reason factored
into why there may not be fun videos
coming out of the Griz program.
Whether it’s the fault of administration or coaching, one fact remains
the same: The Griz are being outpaced
online by other conference foes.
UM Athletics has a talented video
team and also a great marketing program, so the resources are there. Every
now and then some great hype videos
come out because of these entities, but
it is the overall presence and amount
of posts that are lacking.
I’m not calling for a mass media
revival or movement, I just think
that a few more posts here and there
wouldn’t be bad. Bringing back the
Griz Athletics TikTok wouldn’t be bad
either.
If that is too hard to do or disallowed by people in Griz Athletics,
then I foresee the Griz falling behind
to conference competitors.

Like it? Hate it? Let us know.

Jack Marshall is the sports editor at the Montana Kaimin.
He can be contacted at jack.marshall@umontana.umt.edu
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Gallery | Bitterroot Mushers

Who let the dogs out? They did
WORDS AND PHOTOS BY CHRIS LODMAN
christopher.lodman@umontana.edu
Bicycles, scooters, running and lots of
mud, but make it a race with dogs. That’s
the Western Montana Dirt Derby. The Bitterroot Mushers hosted the fourth annual
event on Oct. 22 and 23. People brought
their furry companions for a dog-powered
race competition to kick up some dirt at
Lubrecht Forest in Greenough, Montana.
Barks and howls echoed through the
forest’s muddy trails, marking the start
of the Saturday afternoon derby. Unlike
traditional snow mushing, the dry-land
races only require one dog, making it more
accessible to the public. The event had
three timed races: bikejoring, where dogs
pull people on bikes; dog scooter racing,
using a specialized scooter; and the last
event, canicross, where dogs pull runners
on leashes while they try to stay afoot.
Attendees came from as far as Canada to
compete. Cory Peterson from Lethbridge,
Alberta, made the trek down to race with
his new dog, Aspen. “To be able to do
sports and stuff with your animal is pretty
awesome,” Peterson said.
Peterson has competed in races before,
but experience was not necessary to participate. In the dirt derby, each race in the
competition had a novice-level race where
young and old could compete. By the end
of the day, dogs and their owners were
covered in mud.

RIGHT: Susan Richardson, left, chats
with Robert Ramsay,
number 40, and Kat
Spencer after the
canicross dog race
on Oct. 22. Canicross
is one of three types
of dog mushing
races hosted by the
Bitterroot Mushers
in Greenough.

LEFT: Rick Katucki
coasts on a scooter
while his dog pulls
him across the
finish line in front of
another competitor
on Oct. 22.
LEFT CENTER:
Cory Peterson from
Lethbridge, Alberta,
crosses the finish
line with his dog
,Aspen, at the fourth
annual Western
Montana Dirt Derby.

ABOVE: Two dogs greet each other before the only canicross
race of the day on Oct 22.
FAR LEFT: A truck parked outside the race area holds the
kennels of four competing dogs from Alaska.
LEFT: Runners take off for the canicross race, where dogs pull
runners as they try to stay afoot. The canicross race is the
only race where all participants start at the same point.
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